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APSTRACT I . ' 

An ESL (EnglisM as a Second Language) program has 
be§n set up for international 'students at a small^ two-year collage 
for women^ Immaculata College, in Washington, D.C, It has been 
integrated into the regular school curriculum and tlie courses carry 
academic credit. Courses emphasize specific language skills. Spoken 
T^n^glish empasizes oral facility with at^tention to grammatical 
structure and pronunciation. Directed Discussion, for advanced 
students, gives further practice in oral presentations and 
aiscussions, Reading English emphasizes reading comprehension an! the 
development of related study skills, including vocabulary and reading 
rate. Written English stresses ' syntax,, idiomatic usage, and the 
-mechanics of writing compositions. Advanced Grammar reviews English 
structure and gives^ students practice with formal writing styles, f 
listening with understanding is the focus of the Aural Comprehension 
course. Selected Problems in English is offered in tJie immersion 
program just prior to the opening of the fall semester and is 
designed to treat problems in various aspects^ of the language skills. 
It also serves as a kind of orientation to the American college and ^ 
educational system. An attempt 'is made throughout to provide students 
with opportunities to interact with American students in order to 
increase their cultural awareness and anderst an ding. (CFH) < 
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■■,'.•■■...■» 
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* > ' ' ' ■ ' • ■ '" V 
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. . "■■ ■ / - ■ . . / • 7 
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/ .. ' ' ' ^ ■ i 
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DEVELOPING AN ESL PROGRAM IN A SMALL TWO-YEAR" COLLEGE 



\ Kb many small colleges have witnessed an increase in the number- of inter- 
national students applying to or enrolling, in their institutions during the past 
few years, the English language nfeeds have become increasingly probie^latic• 
Students often hav6 neither the money, time nor willingness ^o delay taking 
regular courses le&ding to their degrees. "Many object to .enrolling in an' 



intensive course in English offered by large universities or' language insti- 

* ■ ' * \ * 

tutes. This article' reports the development of both an intensive and sem^^h-,- 

C ' ^ * 

tensjlve- ESL program^ within the contqxt of a small two-yeat college, . The /pro- ^ 

■ '* .gram was designed to be aji integral *part of the curriculum, thereby making it 

possible for in-coming international students t;p enroll directly in a college . 
progr^ while at the same time acquiring or strengthening -their English language 
skills, TJie pattern of the program dofes not differ significantly from that of 
- many of the large will-established English language' institutes. Its uniqti6iess y 
rests essentially on the fact that such a program can be incorporated into a * 
small ii^titutioii that traditioixflly turned away students with inadequate pro- 
ficiency in English i^ut came to the realizatio^i that ESL can t^ke a legitimate 
place as one of the distinctive disciplines in the curriculum of a small insti- 
• ^ tution. Prospective international students no longer- need delay beginning work on 
" their undergrad\iate degrees, but rather, can incorporate ESL courses into. their 
degree plans. . ' y . . ' 

A private college for women situated in the nation's capital, Immaculata 
' College of Washington recently experienced a dramatic shift in the student pop- 

ulation. In 1969-70, se>?en percent of the students came from foreign countries. 
By 1973-7A, almost half of the nearly 200 students were- d^nternation^l. The stu- 
dents ara recognized as a valuable part of the institution's resources. 'Indeed, 

ERIC ; , • ^ 



the multinational character of the college reflects a microcosmic global commu- 

nity. However, for the potential of such a community to be realized and for 

each student to be a successful contributing member, the provision for assisting 

\ ' » ■ - ■ • • * ■ . 

^tudents to develop English language proficiency was imperative. ^ 

^ Origitially planned as, a service program for inteitmediate and advanced level 

. • <. 

students needing further work in one or more of the language skills - aural com- 

prehension, speaking, redding, writing - the program was revised to include the 

beginning level by the introduction 6f an intensive two-week immersion program' • 

, : . ^ ' ■ \ 

immediately prior to fall semester registration. By following a full ESL pro- ; 

gram, f oi: a semester, beginning level students were then prepared to undertake 

limited work 'in other academic areas by, the spring semesjtet. >\^r ' , 

k decision made early in the development of the program was>^ that of grant- 

ing academic credit for ESL courses. Each course carries thre| hours of credit, 

■ ■ ■* ■ I 

up .to 12 of which can apply towards the Associate in Arts degree requirements m 
.the same thanner that foreign language credits 'can apply towards the degree for 
native English-speaking students.r <^ 

A Certificate of Proficiency in English is awarded to students successfully 
completing a minimum of twelve credit hours in. ESL courses. Since these courses 

'form part of the regular college x:urricujum,. students are given grades which 

• ■ . ' ■ 

count towards cumulative averages. 

' <f 

In the college organizational structure, the JESL program is part of the 

■ . ^ . ■ ' / ■ 

Division of Languages, Literature, and Coimunication.' Functioning as a separate 

unit Within the /division thfe program has its own director, who is responsible t6 
the division* chairman. /By clearly separating the ESL program from the English 
department, the notion that ESL courses are a form of remedial English is eli- 
minated . ^ , 

To provide flexibility in meeting individual needs, course of f erings; empah- 
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Vze ep^ific skills with the understanding, of course, that language learning 
cannot ie discretely separated into mutually exclusive areas.' The following . 

, course! are ' offered : . Spoken English 1, II; Directed Discussion; Reading English 
I, III Aural Comprebengion; Written English I, II; Advanced Grammar; Selected 
Problems in English. A brief discussion of each will give some indication of 

-the:lnature and scope of the ESL program. The general orientation^obs^'rved in 
aLl courses is that of a humanistic situational approach to second language 
acquisition. " > ' 

/ Spoken English, taken for. either one or two isemesters, include^ focus on 
oral facility with attention to grammatical structure and pronunciation. Stu- 
' drats have extensive ojl^rtunities for oral presentations in both formal. and in- 
" formal styles. The use of taped materials is reqqired. For the advanced- stu- 
dent. Directed DiscussioA gives further. practice in oral presentations and 
discussions of .prepared topics along with drills on the various components of 

grammar . y^'''^^ ^ 

« In Reading English, also offered as a one or two semester sequenc^, empha- 
sis is on reading comprehension and the development of related study skills, - 
including vocabulary and reading, rat^: One or two semesters of Written English - 
stress syntax, idiomatic usage and the mechanics of writing compositions. This 
and other coiirses are sectioned .as necessary for beginning intermediate and ad- 
vanced levels. Advanced Grammar, as the title implies, is designed for students 



who have demonstrated considerable proficiency in English hut who would profit 
from further direct attention to the structure of the language. Inaddition to 
reviewing Engliph structure, students have considerable practice in writing for- 
mal styles. Advanced readings and library research ar^ used as the basis for 



some of the writing 



required in the course. 



Lis.tening, whether it be to a professor's lecture or a student discussioA, 



is a key skill to- acadetaic success. For *hose; students who evientually plan to 
use English in some type of career experience understanding English over a range 
oJE variations is crucial. Listening with understanding is the focus of the Aural 
Comprehension. course. Exercises in listening t^ a variety of styles of spoken 



English give further opportunity to develop tindeiTstanding of the spoken language. 

Selected Problems, in English is designied to treat problems in various asr 

/pects of each of the language ^ills . It is offered in the immersion progr^ just 

prior to the opening of'the fall semester. Incoming freshmten whose TOEFL scores 

indAiate need for further work in ESL are either encouraged or fequired to enroll 

in the^course as an' introduction to the more intensive work that will fc^lcfW in 

theTall semester. Time^l before the opening of the academic year, it also serves, 

^ ' > ' ' ; ■ ' . _ 

' as a kind of orientation to the-college and educational system of the United 



States. • ^ 



Although a language' laboratpry facility is not available to the ESL pro- 
gram, taped materials, along with cassette players are circulated through the 
library for use in an ^rea reserved for audio materials'. Students can work 

individually or ia groups. This library use of tap^d Materials fias kept the 

■ * * ■ . ■ ■ ■ * ' 

cost of introducing the ESL program to a minimiam, ' * 

Among features considered central to the ^L program is the individual-' 

ization" built into the scheduling of students into the respective courses. 

Anyone whose native language is pther than 'English is required to take the ^est 

of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) as Well as- placement examiri^t-ions ^ 

administered by. the college pri^jttio acceptance, At registration the staff 

of the ESL program administer a^^'liaj^^y of placement' tests #0 all international 

students*. ^ The extent to whifefi;l|(i4^s may enroll in otlier academic disciplines 

is determined from the results p^'^ese pre-admission procedures. With^the 

flexibility in scheduling ESL xoiirJes^into programs of study/, interuatio-nal ^ 




students can have a continuity of assistance in* strengthening one or more of the 
language skills at thefsame '1^m^^)i^[^;hey are progressing towards their indi«9> 
vidual academic objectives. 

Acquiring English as a second language clearly does not test exclusively on 
the mastery of specific skills. Important as these may be, unjfcss the le^imer'. 
. L experience, a posiUve degree of ^cal.«r«i«. - discovering .»,y. of re- ; 
lating to members of auother social group, understanding something of the value 
system of the\ surrounding culture - the acquisition of that second language will 
be seriously deficient. The ESL program at Imn^culata College h^s as one of its 
objectives that of providing foreign ,students the opportunity to. add the dimen- 
sions of cultfui^a^ awareness and understading in the transnational situation at 
the college. Scheduling international students int:o classes w^h ere they will 
^^""meet^pd work with American students provides one concrete situation, Whether.V * 
through a typing or' art class, ^ library orientation, group sports gI^ss or f ield r 
trips to Capitol Hill jointly sponsored by tb^ ESL program and American ^ Gove:^*^^;'^^^^^ 

ment class students acquiring English haVe extensive opportunity to interadtv<^{:.r^[ ^ 
^ • ^ .V .. ' ■ ^ ■ ' ^, ■ .A . '■ ' \ " 

vith native speakers and tdfcpme to a deeper appreciation^ of- t^e .cultural sett- 

ing of English in the United States. , The informal discussions that just happen 

wherever students gather or those which are -integrated into co'urse activities by 

inviting college leaders into a Spoken Englia^T^lass^ or^ arranging for a Written 

English class to hold a press ^co]rffference with ^e feoM^ge President provides con- 

tact situations for acquisition of tlie cultur^^^i^rapi^j^ipns of the second language* 

Students in the ESL program have the opportunit^^^' enter irito the mainstream of 

the college life, contributing tl(e riches of tj:>^ir own cultural backgrounds and, / 



in turn, being enriched by that wich surrounds them. In this exchahgc^tudent^ 
experience something of the/ global community of today*s world and.tljpt of the 

8 



future ^ 




'statistical stuc^j.es of the. effectiveness of thfe ESL program are currentl^r 
in progress. In the meantime, opinionnaiyes completed > y ES L students gave very 
high subjective .rating to all of the course offerings. Faculty members were^. , 
asked to^ive written comments ow the impact of the program on the^-r own classes/ 
suggestions f or imprqvements, and observations of strdn^ and/or weaknesses in 
th^ program. Cominents .noted that ESL students seem W^je willing to participate 
in Class discussion, <ire more awaire* and interested in vatious acti-vities, ex- 
perience ^'ess frustration in other courses and seem to have better control of 
language skills than international students^ho,' in earlier years, had no oppor-^ 
tunities, for ESL. One .faculty member sumcStizefl: "(Jne of the strengths o£ tht 
ESL program is that^ it emphasizes the fiact that Immaculat a > College has a uprlque 
studtent body; 'thus,' rather than its being justf a statls^'that the inte^atioTl- 
1 student enrollment has increased, it b.ecomes a positive value." 

in summary, * the ESL program developed for a small t;«?o-year collegfe has ^ . 
taken on the following identifying characteristics: 
■ * 1) The ESL program is incorp^orated into the regular , college curriculum. ^ ^ 
•:.v>r- 2) ESL courses carry academic credit, twelveVhours of/^hich may apply to the 

>/A§sociate in Arts degree. ' ■ ' . ^ . 

' } \ ' ■ ■ ' . ■ ■ . \* 

3) Distinct courses>.in each of the language "sKLlls are scheduled to meet the \ 

■ • ' * . 

needs of beginning intermediate and advanced students: 

' . ^ ' / . " . * . 

i • 4) Individually programmed courses of' study are tailored for each internatipn- 

,i . • ■ : ■ ■.. ■ 

^;.^Ja student. / • ' > 

i) ESL students have the* opportunity to become integrated into the life of. 

' ■* ■ 

.the college. ^ ^ * » 

Increased language facility and cross-cultijral^ understandings set signifi- 
cant conditions for the realization of ^ a global community ^on a college (?ampus. 
The ESL program has asvone of its goals to facilitate ^haC realization.^ ,^ 



.REFEREKCCS 



■'J 



Guidelines; English Language Prpficiency . 197i: Wa^ngton^ D.C. : National 
■ Association for Foreign Student Affairs Field -Sffvice Ptogram. 



The Foreign Undergraduate Student: InstH'th^^ag ^ Action. 
York: College .Entrance Examinat^h Bba^^;^ 1975, \ 



New 



1*^ 



V 



y 



ERIC 



10 



0' 



1 



